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Objectives

Unit 10: Gender Issues

At the end of this unit, you wll

Be aware of the following

ldentify

Reasons for the traditional standing of wonen wthin
| sl am

Broad East Asian H ndu, Buddhi st, Confucian, Taoi st,
Muslimand Christian practice concerning wonmen

Equality of male/female spirituality within Islam
Pr of essi ons many Musli m wonen engage in

Reasons for the popularity of hijab anmongst Mislim
women

MIlitant fundanmentalist practice regardi ng wonen’s
rol es

Progressive Muslimviews on roles and status of
WOITEN

Changes advocated by sel ected progressive Islamc
WoIren’ s groups

Overview, reasons for and inpact of prostitution on
U.S. Arnmed Forces personnel

Chador; Sarawi, Huda

Tal i ban

Hadi th, Sahri a

Traditional Islamc views of wonen’s roles
Hij ab

Sat i

Conf ort wonen

Yi n/ yang

Filial piety

Nongover nment Organi zati ons (NGO
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Realize

Diversity of the role and position of wonmen within
East Asia

Western nedia slant on wonen within |Islam

Conpl enentary mal e/female roles within many Muslim
soci eties

Exploitation and illegality involved in East Asian
sex trade

Econom c nature of prostitution in East Asia
Doubl e standard still existing for nmen/wonen
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“Leadi ng Western schol ars agree that Mongolian
wonen traditionally have had relatively higher social
positions and greater autonony than wonmen in
the...societies of Inner Asia or in China and Korea.”

--Library of Congress Country Studi es/Area
Handbook- - Mongol i a.

“On the surface, Korean wonen often appear docile,
subm ssive, and deferential to the wi shes of their
husbands and in-laws. Yet behind the scenes, there is
often consi derable *hidden” femal e power, particularly
within the private sphere of the household.”

--L. of C. Country Studies--Korea, p. 107

“On the whole, in the 1980s wonen were better off
[in China] than their counterparts 50 or a 100 years
before, and they had full legal equality wwth nmen. In
practice, their opportunities and rewards were not
entirely equal, and they tended to get |ess desirable
jobs and to retain the burden of donestic chores in
addition to full-tinme jobs.”

--L. of C. Country Studies--China.

. Overview

Variety Throughout East Asia, gender issues related
to the status of wonen receive various treatnents--
dependi ng on country, culture or ethnic group.

I n Mongolia, wonen have traditionally held higher
soci al positions and achi eved greater autonony than
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wonen in Islamc societies of Inner Asia or China and
Kor ea.

In Myanmar (Burma), wonen enjoy a |ong-standing
custom of hi gh status, possessing many of the basic
rights of nmen and taking an active role in business.

The Denocratic People’s Republic of Korea (North
Korea) and Peopl e’ s Republic of China have proportional
representation of wonen in the workforce, though few
wonen reach high | evels of the Communi st Party or
gover nnent .

Across the region, however, a tradition of
attributing secondary status to wonen persists.
Brothels, runored “sex trades,” abuse issues, and
exploitation of children--especially girls--all through
the region paint a dismal picture.

Many schol ars see this as a continuing result of
aspects of Confucian thought and practice within the
regi on.

Il. Religious Perspectives

1. Hindu Practice Throughout
the H ndu tradition there seens
to be an anbivalent attitude
towards wonen. On the one
hand, fermal e gods--Devi, Sakti,
Parvati, Durga and Kali --enbody
traits of energy, initiative
and vitality which are active
in the universe

Marriage and famly are held in high esteem
Wves and nothers often are praised to excess. Even
within the nore negative aspects of the class system
advocating traditional sex roles, female camaraderie,
af fection given by spouse, and respect bestowed w ves,
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not hers and daughters bol stered the wonman’s position
and rol e.

On the other hand, wonen often are seen as |ustful
tenptresses, sinful enticenents for otherw se chaste
men. The lingam (phallic) synbol of Siva seens to
pronote an attitude of mal e dom nance. Poor Indian
wonen undergo the worst of burdens--poverty, “slavery,”
and general abuse. Though outlawed, the practice of
sati (SUH-tee), where wi dows would burn thensel ves on
t heir husbands' funeral pyres, still casts a negative
shadow. Al so, the perception of females as
i nstrunments, subject to father, husbands and ol der sons
is still comon. (See Denise and John Carnody, Ways to
the Center, p. 106.)

2. The Confucian Tradition

“Tradi ti onal Chinese society was mnal e-centered.
Sons were preferred to daughters, wonen were expected
to be subordinate to fathers, husbands, and sons. A
young wonman had little voice in the decision of her
marri age partner (neither did a young man).

Wen married, it was she who left her natal famly
and community and went to live in a famly and
comunity of strangers where she was subordinate to her
nmot her-in-1 aw.

Far fewer wonen were educated
t han nmen, and sketchy but consi stent
denogr aphi ¢ evidence would seemto
show that fermale infants and
chil dren had hi gher death rates and
| ess chance of surviving to
adul thood than males. In extrene
cases, female infants were the
victinms of infanticide, and
daughters were sold, as chattels, to
brothels or to wealthy famlies.
Bound feet, which were customary
even for peasant wonen, synbolized
the painful constraints of the
female role.” (L. of C Country
Studi es: China.)
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Aut hor John Hersey, in his novel The Call,
el aborates on the practice of foot binding. “A binder
had cone on her nonthly visit to wash and rebind the
feet of alittle girl of about eight...
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The bi nder unwound w de bandages
and finally the ‘golden lilies’ were
uncovered. .. The toes had been
relentlessly curled back under the
sol es...sonetines bones were broken,
but they nended whil e bound..

RRIRIRNAARRLARALASIRY £

REE
A

5

The little girl had been given to believe that she
was a person of great inportance, to be inspected in
this way. She never whinpered, but when the work was
done, she sat holding her feet in her hands...Wen she
was fully grown, the binder said, her feet would be
very beautiful...she would walk Iike a wllow, the
bi nder said, with seductive mncing steps...so as to
cause great excitenment anong all the young nen!” (p.

189)

Confuci an practice concerni ng wonen--del egati ng
their position to that of subservience to nmen--stens in
part fromthe follow ng nature of its thought.

a. Yin/yang Yin and Yang interact harnoniously.

As part of this bal ance,
traditionally men were associ at ed
with “yang,” wonen with “yin.” Yin
di spl ays qualities of darkness,
cold, death , ghosts, graves and
fear--often traits acquiring a
negative status. The |inkage of the
femnine wth “yin” seens to col or
wonen in this negative light as

well. Over the centuries, such
t hought i nfluenced practice towards
t hem
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b. Family Filial piety--the relations guiding
children with their parents and past generations--
del egated responsibilities and i nportance to el dest
sons. Two of the five relationships--father/son and
husband/ w fe--pronote social nores of male superiority.

The woman’ s status becones one where she obeys and
serves her parents, her husband and husband’s parents,
and produces a nmale heir. The ideal woman becones
sonmeone who is retiring, silent and fertile. She
possesses inner strength and is known for her
for bearance and patient sense of restraint.

In South Korea, the cunul ative effect of the
Confucian tradition | ed Harvard professor Tu Wi -m ng
to wite, the “blatant insensitivity in deprecating
gender equality reflects an East Asian nentality with
deep Confucian roots.” (“Confucianism” in Qur

Religions, p. 214.)

3. Taoist TrendsS Wwth its enphasis upon natural
sinplicity, infinite potential and distaste for
confining rules, limting regul ati ons and excessive
| aws, Taoi smnmay seemto advocate little nore than a
m ndl ess subm ssi veness and | ack of involvenent in
societal issues. However, this school of thought
exerted a strong influence on Chinese society--
especially concerning the position of wonen.

I n focusing upon the lowy , S e
i ndividuals in society (nature’s iémQﬁ»fé%fngiéf?/(
“val | eys”), Taoi st practitioners tf?f?;?ﬁjf
upgr aded t he position of wonen and '
curtailed nurder of female
infants. The phil osophical ideals
of passivity, adaptability and a
sense of yielding all flowed from
tradi tional understandi ngs of
“femal e” virtues.

7 S ‘ )
m»«.«»«» e

4. Buddhist Thought The equality given wonmen within
t he Sangha denonstrates the Buddhi st ideal for society.
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"The Buddha's equal concern for
both sexes..is nmade clear in a
passage where he says that he would
not die until the nonks and nuns,
| aymen and | aywonen were wel |
trai ned.” (Dhammapada 11.104, Peter
Harvey, An Introduction to Buddhi sm
p. 216.)

Due however, to pregnancy, childbirth
menstruation and uniting with the husband’'s famly, in
practice female rebirth becane viewed in a | ess
favorable light. During child bearing years,

Ther avadan Buddhi st practice traditionally excludes
wonen from major religious activity.

Some Buddhi st wonen are reasserting their desire
for equality. The Venerable Chung Ok Lee, head
m ni ster of the Whn Buddhi st United Nations Ofice, is
working to create a nore unified, equality pronoting
soci al structure for nen and wonen. Thenes addressed in
the Fourth Wirld Conference on Wonen in Beijing, China,
in Sept. 1995 support such trends. (See Joel
Beversluis, A Sourcebook for Earth’'s Conmunity of

Religions, p. 273.)

5. Islam *

a. Helpful Outlooks

(1) Variety Islamin southeast Asia
i ncorporates practice and thought from ancestral Hi ndu,
Buddhi st and i ndi genous religious belief. Thus, while
the Qur’an, hadith, and Sharia give distinct
i nstruction concerning a wonan’s role and position,
there is diversity when inplenmenting this guidance,
especially wthin Southeast Asian Mislimcircles.
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Custons vary concerning wonen’s dress. Sone
fundanmental i st extrem sts seek to inpose strict Islamc
soci al codes requiring head-to-foot shrouds. They
woul d restrict wonen to the practice of nursing or
medi ci ne al one. Progressive wonen seek reformin
restrictive clothing practices, and in econoni c,
educati on, and deci si on-nmaki ng poli ci es.

(2) Western Media Negativity Qur media often
portrays Muslimwonen as victinms of Islam c resurgence.
Negative treatnments of polygany, divorce by sinple
repudi ati on, veil wearing, segregation of the sexes,

i nprisonnment in household tasks, dependence on the
husband and | ack of legal rights are the focus. The
positive, stability enhancing, personally fulfilling
di mensi ons of the discussion are often overl ooked.

(3) Complementary Roles

“Tradition-oriented [Muslim men and wonen do not
view the social custons and restrictions as repressive,
but as conplenentary to the status and nature of wonen.
They see the restrictions as providing protection for
wonen so that they need not be subjected to the stress,
conpetition, tenptations, and possible indignities
present in ‘outside’ society.” (Margaret Nydell,
Under st andi ng Arabs, p. 55.)

(4) Assumption of Male/Female Emotional and

Physical Differences Most interpreters of the Qur’an
accept the notion of radical, distinct enotional as
wel | as physical differences between the sexes. (See
Dr. Ganal Badawi’s The Status of Wonman in |Islam)
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Three treatnents of Islamc wonen’s rights--the
traditional, fundanentalist, and progressive--assist
our under st andi ng.

b. Traditional Views of the Standing of Women

The Status of Wonen in Islam a
panphl et by Dr. Ganal A. Badaw ,
publ i shed by The Mislim Students
Association of the United States and
Canada, outlines conventi onal
perspectives on Islam s treatnment of
wonen. Dr. Badawi ’'s perspective is
i nstrunmental in understanding
traditional wonen’s roles. Hi's
views seemto accurately portray
traditional Mislimpositions.

(1) The Historical Context G ven the disnal
status of wonen in seventh century M ddl e East society,
Islamdid nuch to restore dignity and i ndivi dua
rights.

(2) Spiritual Equality Before God, nen and
wonen are on equal footing.

“The Prophet said, ‘Al people are equal, as equal
as the teeth of a conb. An Arab is no better than a
non- Arab, nor is a white person over a bl ack person,
nor is a male superior to the female. The only people
who enjoy preference with God are the devout.’”
(Hadith as quoted in Marston Speight, God is One, p.
50.)

(3) Social Position in the Home “The Qur’ an
clearly indicates that marriage is a sharing between
the two hal ves of the society, and that its objectives,
besi de perpetuating human life, are enotional well-
bei ng and spiritual harnony.
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Its bases are love and nmercy...’ And
anong His signs is this: That He
created mates for you from yoursel ves
that you may find rest, peace of mnd
in them and He ordai ned between you
| ove and nercy. Lo, herein indeed
are signs for people who reflect.’”
(Sura 30:21, Badaw, p. 16.)

(4) Economic Position “According to Islanic
Law, a woman’s right to her noney, real estate, or
other properties is fully acknow edged. This right
under goes no change whether she is single or married..

Wth regard to the woman’ s ri ght
to seek enploynent...I|slamregards her
role in society as a nother and a wfe
as the nost sacred and essential one.
Nei t her mai ds nor baby-sitters can
possi bly take the nother’s place as
t he educator of wupright, conplex-free,
and carefully-reared children. Such a
nobl e and vital role, which largely
shapes the future of nations, cannot
be regarded as ‘i dl eness.

...there is no decree in Islamwhich forbids a
woman from seeki ng enpl oynent whenever there is a
necessity for it, especially in positions which fit her
nature and in which society needs her nost. Exanples
of these professions are nursing, teaching (especially
for children), and nedicine. Mreover, there is no
restriction on benefiting fromwoman’s excepti onal
talent in any field. Even for the position of a
judge...we find early Muslimscholars...holding there
is nothing wong wwth it.” (Badaw, p. 22.)
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(5) Political Dimensions Politi cal
i nvol venent --el ection, nomnation to political office,
participation in public affairs--in sone |Islamc
circles is not limted to nen alone. However,
t hroughout the M ddl e Eastern world and nmuch of
Sout heast Asia, nost Muslimwonen are ineligible to
becone heads of state.

(6) Hijab (HEHZH yahb) Anal ysts often
interpret the growi ng, w despread popularity of hijab
(traditional Muslimdress for wonen, including covering
of the head), as indicating a rise of traditionalist
| sl am

Judith MIller, in describing the
difficulty of assessing the depth of
what sone depict as the growing Islamc
fervor, outlines the follow ng reasons
for a wonman’s use of traditional dress:

(a) Expense Cost of cosmetics and trips
to hairdressers is greatly reduced by wearing
traditional garb

(b) Psychological distance In crowded
living conditions, hijab maintains a safe haven--even
in the mdst of congested conditions.

(c) Safety Traditional dress says “This
is a devout woman. Leave her al one.”

(d) Mobility 1n conservative cul tures,
t he chador (wonan’s shawl) allows a wonan to venture
out side the confines of her hone.

(e) Fashion For sone wonen, wearing
hijab is a statenent of fashion and generati onal
rebellion. (See God Has N nety-N ne Nanes, pp. 469,
470.)
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c. Fundamentalist Outlooks

| n Af ghani stan, recent
i nposition of strict Sharia ruling
bars nmost wonen from wor ki ng out si de
t he honme or going to school.
Taliban clerics and mlitia seek to
reestabl i sh nmedi eval guidelines
within this war-torn country.
Per cei ved di scrim nati on agai nst
wonen is the result.
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On 7 Cct 1996, the United Nations formally
objected to this extrene treatnent, warning that
foreign aid prograns may be disrupted unl ess change
i ncurs.

d. Progressive Views

One of this century’'s first
progressi ve wonmren was Egypt’s Huda
Saraw (hoo- DAH sah-RAH-wee). In
1923, she threw her veil into the
Medi t erranean, becom ng one of the
first wonen to becone unveil ed.

I n response, her husband quickly divorced her. 1In
time, she founded the Egyptian Fem nist Union, which
pronoted nationalism education for wonen, and an
outl awi ng of the veil.

Today, a broad based wonan’s group, the “Sisters
in Islam” advocates | aws agai nst donestic viol ence.
They pronote Qur’an interpretation by wonen textual
critics.

Across North Africa, the Mddle East, and
Sout heast Asi a, advocates of Muslimwonen’s rights seek
equality in education, property rights, and business
opportunity.
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“They al so want reformin
Musl imfamly laws that often
| eaves them at the nmercy of nen
who can di vorce them w t hout
war ni ng, take away their children,
deny themthe right to travel and
bequeath them as chattel to the
next male relative.”

(See Barbara Crossette, “Wnen's Rights Gaining
Attention Wthin Islam” New York Tines, 12 May 1996,
p. A3.)

6. Christian Influence aristian agenci es active
in East Asia did nmuch to open future possibilities for
wonen--especially in the arena of education. 1In the

| ate nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,
Christian m ssionaries established schools for girls in
Chi na, Korea and Japan.

Many of these sanme m ssionaries becane advocates--
whet her overtly in voicing concern to |ocal
governnments, or nore quietly through persona
i nfl uence--of causes dealing with female infanticide,
foot binding, prostitution, abuse and abandonment.

Presently, nongovernnent organizations (NG wth
Christian ties--Wrld Vision, Catholic Wrld Relief,
World Council of Churches, various m ssion
organi zati ons--seek to positively address and treat
concerns of wonen/girls in the region.

On the other hand, church
influence in a country like the
Phi |l i ppines can lead to practices
whi ch negatively inpact wonen.
Church opposition to divorce is
strong. Annul nent, though fairly
easy, cones at a |egal cost which
is too expensive for many wonen.
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“The practice of ‘unofficial divorce' (permanent
separation) is comopn anong | ower incone famlies; in
these cases the wife is usually left with the children,
and the husband provides little or no financial
support.” (U. S. Departnent of State, Philippines Report
on Human Ri ghts Practices for 1996, rel eased 30 Jan
1997.)

lll. Issues

1. Prostitution Arguably, the nost significant gender
i ssue affecting deployed U S. Arned Forces personnel is
that of prostitution.

Whet her wal ki ng the streets; in
“vills” (areas dedicated to capture
G 1. dollars) or brothels; provided on
joint officer/NCO exchanges or
enpl oyed as “donestic servants,” wonen
who provide sexual favors for cash are
present throughout East Asian areas
frequented by menbers of the U. S.
Armed For ces.

This section gives an overview, selected reasons
for the condition, and aspects of the inpact upon Arned
For ces personnel.

a. Overview The followi ng report fromthe U. S
Department of State, Thailand Report on Human Ri ghts
Practices for 1996, paints a picture of prostitution in
that country. Though not indicative of conditions in
all East Asian countries--the report shows the
preval ence of the prostitution practice.

“Prostitution, although illegal, flourishes and is
deeply ingrained. Estinmates of the nunbers of wonen and
children engaged in prostitution vary w dely because of
tenporary sex workers and the m gratory nature of
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prostitution. Reliable NGO s estimate the nunber of
adult female prostitutes at around 250, 000.

Prostitution exposes wonen to a nunber of human
rights abuses, as well as a nuch higher risk of
contracting AIDS. Some wonen are forced into
prostitution, although the nunber of such cases is
difficult to determ ne.

I nci dents of coerced prostitution nost commonly
i nvol ve wonmen who are not ethnic Thai fromhill tribes
or are from nei ghboring countries; the nunber of such
wonen entering the country to work as prostitutes
continues to rise. Because they cannot speak Thai, and
are considered illegal inmmgrants, these wonen are
particul arly vul nerable to physical abuse, confinenent,
and expl oitation.

Some wonen are lured with prom ses of jobs as
wai tresses or donestic helpers, but are then forced to
work as prostitutes. As illegal immgrants, these
wonen have no right to I egal counsel or health care if
arrested, and this group is not protected under new
regul ations concerning illegal alien workers.

Human rights nonitors believe that
the majority of those who engage in
prostitution are not kept under physi cal
constraint, but that a | arge nunber
| abor in debt bondage. Brothel procurers
of ten advance parents a substantial sum
agai nst their daughter's future
earni ngs, often w thout the consent of
t he young woman i nvol ved. The wonen are
then obligated to work in
a brothel in order to pay back the | oan.

On the border with Canbodi a, procurers provide
wonen and girls as young as the age of 14 who were
trafficked fromVietnamor China and |ive under sl ave-
i ke circunstances in Canbodi a. Cbservers believe that

348



Unit 10: Gender Issues

their illegal border crossing for the purposes of
prostitution is acconplished with the conplicity of
| ocal officials.”

Legal and enforcenent efforts--by governnment and
i nternational agencies--are in place throughout the
regi on, such as the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts; Econom c and Soci al Council work; Convention
for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of
the Exploitation of the Prostitution of O hers; and the
Fourth World Conference on Winen and Nongover nnent a
Organi zati ons Forum on Wonen held in Beijing, China in
Sep 1995.

In portions of Japan, South Korea, and the
Philippines, “mlitary installations have resulted in
consi derabl e demand for prostitutes despite restrictive
| egi slation.” (See Encycl opedia Britannica, Vol 15,
1975, p. 78.)

b. Reasons

(1) Economic Historically, nonetary
concerns are one of the primary reasons prostitution
exi sts. Wiether due to greed, exploitation or poverty,
finances are a big part of the business.

4
(@) Greed In sone East %
Asi an countries, prostitution offers a '
fairly easy neans to gain wealth. It
al so provides a “quick fix” for

acqui sitive enotional desires.

(b) Exploitation In MWanmar, trafficking
in “wonmen and girls remains a serious problem There
were reliable reports that many wonen and children in
border areas, where the Governnent’s control is
limted, were forced or lured into working as
prostitutes in Thailand. It is unknown how many young
wonen have been deceived into working as prostitutes,
but a common practice is to lure young wonen to
Thail and with prom ses of enploynent as a waitress or
donestic servant.” (L. of C. Country Studies--Burna.)
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Wthin the Philippines, use of others for selfish
profit sees wonen and girls “in the | ower econom c
stratunms seeki ng econom c i nprovenent through
enpl oynent over seas.

They are particularly vulnerable to exploitation
by unethical recruiters who prom se jobs abroad or, in
sone cases, arrange marriages wth foreign nen. Sone
find work only as prostitutes or suffer abuse at the
hands of their foreign enployers or husbands.

Those recruited to work as mai ds, entertainers, or
nodel s may, while overseas, be forced to participate in
public shows or dances where nudity and the prospect of
sex is the principal attraction.” (L. of C. Country
St udi es--Phi | i ppi nes.)

Simlar conditions exist in China. *“The increased
commercialization of sex and related trafficking in
wonen has trapped tens of thousands of wonen in a cycle
of crinme and exploitation. These wonen face a high risk
of drug addiction, AIDS, and other sexually transmtted
di seases. According to nedia reports, 80 percent of
Beijing's massage parlors offer sex services.

In July the Beijing municipal
gover nment announced a crackdown on
massage parlors in the capital, but
the long-termeffectiveness of the
crackdown on this lucrative
busi ness, which invol ves organi zed
Ccrime groups...
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busi ness people, and even the mlitary is uncertain.
Unsafe working conditions are ranpant anong the saunas,
massage houses, and hostess bars that have sprung up in
| ar ge nunbers.

The abduction of wonen is a serious and grow ng
probl em The Governnent continued to condemm and to
take steps to prevent and puni sh the abduction and sale
of wonen for marriage or prostitution.” (L. of C
Country Studi es--Chi na)

(c) Poverty Wwhat is true of South Korea
could apply to many ot her East Asian countries.

“I'n sone cases, they [l ower class wonen] were
obliged to becone part of the ‘entertai nnent industry’
in order to survive econom cally.

According to one estimate, brothels, bars, nmassage
parl ors, discos, and what are known as ‘ Taiwan style’
bar bershops (that is, those often enploying a greater
nunber of nmasseuses than barbers) enployed as nany as
1 mllion wonen, though not all were prostitutes.

Thi s underworl d of abuse,
exploitation, and bitter shanme has
begun to be criticized and exposed
by wonen’s activists.” (Federal
Research Division, Library of
Congress, South Korea--A Country

Study, p. 108.)

Prostitution remains an illegal, though w despread
fact of life for poor, disadvantaged wonen--sl aves,
captives, divorcees, w dows, outcasts, the
unmar ri ageabl e--who have |limted econom c and j ob
opportunities.

(2) Men over Women In South Korea, the
“tradition of total femal e subm ssion persisted in
Korean villages until relatively recent tines. Even
t oday, an “extreme doubl e standard concerning the
sexual behavior of married nmen and wonen” persists.
(Country Study, South Korea, p. 105.)
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Japan’s 1993 public acknow edgnent and apol ogy for
confort wonen could be interpreted, in part as the
result of traditional “nmen over wonen” perspectives.

The I nperial governnent, in the
past, condoned the Japanese arny’s
practice of forcing an estimated
200, 000 wonen (i ncl udi ng Koreans,
Fili pi nas, Chinese, |ndonesians,

Bur nese, Dutch, and Japanese) to
provi de sex to soldiers between 1932
and 1945.”

Presently, the “Asian Whnen's Fund was establi shed
in July 1995 as a private, government-sponsored fund to
conpensate forner confort wonen. The fund will support
three projects. The first will provide direct
conpensati on paynents to individual victinse and wll be
financed entirely through private donations. A second
projects wll provide nedical and wel fare assi stance to
i ndi vidual confort wonen. A third will fund projects
to inprove the general status of wonen and girls in
Asia.” (Library of Congress Country Studies--Japan.)

(3) Subordination to Family A poverty rel at ed
perspective sees wonen accepting questionabl e jobs--
prostitutes, entertainers, nodels, hostesses,
masseuses--to support parents, children or other famly
menbers.

c. Impact on Armed Forces Personnel

For isolated, conparatively wealthy, sonetinmes
| onely Arned Forces personnel stationed in East Asia or
visiting on a short TDY stint, participation in the sex
trade can seem an overwhel m ng and attractive
tenptation. Consideration of the follow ng issues, in
addition to the matters rai sed above, may assi st
personnel in dealing with the issue.
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(1) Risk Participating in
the prostitution trade--whether
legally or illegally--involves
physi cal and enotional / psychol ogi cal
ri sk. Physical hazards are well -
known- - exposure to venereal diseases,
Al Ds, and an underground world
lucrative for crimnal activity.

Less famliar are the enotional/psychol ogi cal
risks. For married personnel, the dissonance raised in
“playing the Asian field” while having w ves and
chil dren back honme can effect enotional ties once a
return to CONUS (Continental United States) occurs.

Whet her single or married, engaging in a kal ei doscopic
venue of sexual favors cannot but inpact relations
i nvol ving nore | ong-term conm t nents.

(2) Values

Armed Forces personnel
represent the United States. As
mlitary nmenbers, we possess
val ues--integrity, selfless
service, conmmtnent, conpetence,
| oyal ty--which apply whether in or
out of uniform \When participating
in a questionable trade, it defanes
t hese val ues.

Marriage vows are dishonored. Religious ethical
practice is ridiculed. The illegality of the
prostitution trade is increasingly seen as a crinme, not
only by those who sell the services, but by clients
engagi ng i n the business.

(3) System Perpetuation In a recent (25 Nar
1997) U.S. Departnent of State report to the United
Nati ons Human Ri ghts Conmm ssion, del egate Robert Loftus
stated, “If outright chattel slavery has ended in
al nost every country of the world, there continues to
be an al arm ng nunber of closely related practices.
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One of the nost reprehensible
of these is the trafficking of
wonmen and girls for sexua
purposes. The responsibility for
this | oathsone practice, which is
particularly prevalent in certain
countries of southern and sout heast
Asi a, but also growi ng el sewhere in
the world, is not solely confined
to those who conduct the sex trade.
Those who engage in sexual tourism
are equally culpable.” Mlitary
menbers who engage in the sex trade
are guilty of sustaining and
mai nt ai ni ng the practice. A §

2. Women in the People’s Republic of China

The follow ng narrative, adapted fromthe Library
of Congress Country Studi es/ Area Handbooks Program
gi ves an overview of the current standing of wonen in
the Peopl e’ s Republic of China.

“...while party | eaders
condemmed t he oppressi on and
subordi nati on of wonen as one nore
aspect of the traditional society
they were intent on changing, they
did not accord fem nist issues very
high priority. In the villages,
party menbers were interested in
wi nning the loyalty and cooperation
of poor and | ower-m ddl e-cl ass nal e
peasants, who could be expected to
resist public criticismof their
treatnent of their w ves and
daught er s.

Many party nenbers were poor and | ower-m ddl e-
cl ass peasants fromthe interior, and their attitudes
toward wonen refl ected their background. The party saw
the liberation of wonen as depending, in a standard
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Mar xi st way, on their participation in the |abor force
out si de t he househol d.

The position of wonmen in contenporary society has
changed fromthe past, and public verbal assent to
propositions about the equality of sexes and of sons
and daughters seens universal. Wnen attend schools
and universities, serve in the People’ s Liberation
Arny, and join the party. Alnost all urban wonen and
the majority of rural wonen work outside the hone.

But wonen renai n di sadvantaged in many ways,
econom ¢ and social, and there seens no prospect for
substanti ve change.”

“Stay commtted.”
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Vocabulary List: Gender Issues

Chador (chah-DUHR) The woman’'s shawl (head covering) used by
many M ddl e Eastern wonen

Comfort women An estimted 200, 000 Korean, Phili ppine,
Chi nese, | ndonesi an, Burnese, Dutch and Japanese wonen
forced to provide sex to Japanese sol diers during 1932-1945.

Complementary roles Traditional outlook which sees man as
protector, and wonen enjoying the fruits of this
guardi anship in the security, protection, and respect given
themin the hone.

Filial piety Rel ations guiding children with their parents and
past generations. O ten el aborate and show ng great respect
for elders, both living and departed, this tradition is
basic to nost East Asian peopl es.

Fundamentalist positions of Islamic women Advocates who apply
strict interpretations of the Qur’an and sharia to wonen.
Many bar wonen from wor ki ng outside the hone or attending
hi gher educational institutions.

Hadith (hah DEETH) Reports of what Mihanmad, or his conpanions,
said and did. Next to the Qur’an, hadith is the nost
i nportant source of Miusliminstruction.

Hijab (HEHZH yab) The conpl ete head and body covering style of
dress enpl oyed by many M ddl e Eastern wonen

Nongovernment Organization (NGO) G oups active within a
country who are allowed by the governnent, yet not supported
by governnment structures. United Nations groups,
humani t ari an agenci es and m ssi on organi zati ons are exanpl es
of NCCs.

Progressive Islamic positions regarding women Mislinms who work
for full wonen’s |legal and religious rights. The “Sisters
of Islanf is one such novenent within Islam Menbers
advocate | aws agai nst donestic violence and Qur’ an
interpretations fornul ated by wonen theol ogi ans.
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Sarawi, Huda (hoo- DAH sah- RAH-wee) One of Egypt’s first
progressive wonen. In 1923, she threw her veil into the
Medi terranean. Eventually, Sarawi founded the Egyptian
Fem ni st Uni on.

Sati (SUH-tee) Traditional Hi ndu practice, now outlawed, where
wi dows woul d burn thensel ves on their husbands’ funeral

pyr es.

Sharia (sha REE ah) The religious |law of Islam Sharia can
vary fromstate to state and within various Mislim
novenent s

Taliban (tahl -ee-BAHN) M litant |slamist student youth nmovement
i n Af ghani stan which currently rules 70 percent of the
country.

Traditional Islamic views of the woman’s position Wile
spiritually equal, wonen are barred from | eadership
positions outside the home. Their sphere of influence, and
grounds for respect, stemfromthe position taken within the
home and famly.

Woman'’s economic position within Islam The Qur’an guar ant ees
property, inheritance, and nonetary rights to wonen, whether
single or married. |In practice, these rights are often
percentages | ess than those given their male counterparts.
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Review Quiz: Gender Issues

Tal i ban A.
Hadi t h

B
Shari a

Sarawi , Huda

Wnen’' s econoni c

position C

Chador

Part 1--Matching Place the correct letter
in the blank provided.

The woman’ s shawl (head coveri ng)
used by many M ddl e Eastern wonen.

Reports of what Muhammad, or his
conpani ons, said and did. Next to
the Qur’an, it is the nost

i nportant source of Mislim

i nstruction.

One of Egypt’s first progressive
wonen. I n 1923, she threw her vei
into the Mediterranean. Eventually,
she founded the Egyptian Fem ni st
Uni on.

The religious |aw of Islam It
can vary fromstate to state and
W thin various Mislimnovenents.

MIlitant |slam st student youth
nmovenent in Af ghani stan which
currently rules 70 percent of the
country.

The Qur’ an guar antees property,

i nheritance, and nonetary rights to
wonen, whether single or married. |In
practice, these rights are often
percent ages | ess than those given
their male counterparts.
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Part 2--True or False place a T or an
Fin the blank provided.

1. | slam ¢ custons and traditions regardi ng wonen are the
sane t hroughout the world.

2. Sonme fundanentalist extrem sts seek a return to head-to-
foot shrouds for wonen.

3. The Western nmedia often portrays Mislimwonen as
victinms of the Islamc resurgence.

4. Many Muslim wonen feel satisfied with the security,
protection, and respect accorded them by the present
| sl ami ¢ social system

5 Wthin Islamc circles, the veil can signify the
invisibility of a woman within the man’s territori al
space.

6. Many traditional interpreters of the Qur’an assune

mal e/ f emal e psychol ogi cal, enotional, and physi cal
di fferences.

7. According to many interpreters of the Qur’an, nen and
wonen are on equal footing before CGod.

8. Wthin Islam nale | eadership in the hone neans the
husband is a dictator over his wfe.

9. Sone progressive |Islamc wonen advocat e educati on,
econom c, and |egal reforns concerning the position of
wonen within Mddle Eastern society.

10. In traditional Confucian thought, wonen are usually
associated with “yang” traits.

1. Taoi st practice was so otherworldly it has little
i npact upon gender i ssues.
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12. I n the Buddhist tradition, wonen are excluded from
participation in the Sangha.

3. Est abl i shi ng school s and col |l eges for girls/wonmen in
Chi na, Korea and Japan is one aspect of long-term
Christian influence on gender issues in East Asia.

4. Expl oitation, greed and poverty are all aspects of
econom c reasons prostitution exists.

5. Some wonen accept enploynment in the sex trade so they
may support their extended famlies.

16. There are few enotional /psychol ogical risks in engaging
t he sex trade.

7. U S. Arned Forces personnel who engage in the East
Asian sex trade do little to perpetuate the system

18. I n much of Southeast Asia, Islamis also tied to pre-
| sl am ¢, indigenous practice.

19. Traditional hijab dress by Islamc wonen can be a
fashi on statenent.

20. The historical Buddha seenmed unconcerned with the
status of wonen.

Part 3--Multiple Choice piace the
letter of the nost correct response in
t he bl ank provi ded.

1. The Qur’an, in advocating spiritual equality of wonen,
their position in seventh century Mddle Eastern

soci ety.
a. |lowered

b. el evated
c. mai ntai ned
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aoop

_ An objective of marriage according to the Qur’an is
enotional well-being and spiritual harnony.
fulfillment for all personal anbitions.

guar ant eed i ndi vidual satisfaction.

_ Professions open to many M ddl e East Misli m wonen are
nur si ng, education and nedi ci ne.

national political office.

factory directorates.

~ Wthin Islam differences in male/fermale roles inply
mal e supremacy.

femal e suprenmacy.

conplenentary roles of both sexes in |ife.

VWhat is NOT a reason for the popularity of Hijab anongst
Musl i m wonen?

Psychol ogi cal and physical protection

A chic formof generational rebellion

Fashi on consci ousness

Egyptian fem ni st Huda Saraw advocated its use.

Tal i ban clerics seek to reestablish gui del i nes

i n Af ghani st an.

progressive |Islamc
medi eval |slamc
equal ity of sexes

For many Muslim wonen, their greatest influence is
wi thin the

school
mar ket pl ace.
hone.
Progressive Miuslimwonen seek
reformin clothing, economc, and education practices.

areturn to rural wonen’s rol es.
toimtate Western fem ni sts.
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9. Western nmedia portrayals of Mislimwonen often overl ook
a. veil wearing and sex segregation.
b. mal e dom nance and dependence upon husbands.
C. positive, personally fulfilling aspects of wonen’s roles
within |Islam

10. Restrictions in Mislimwonen's roles can offer
protection from

a. stress, indignities, and conpetitions outside the hone.
b. personal aspirations to excel in political |eadership.
c. dom nance by overbearing nal es.

1. Attitudes toward gender equality within H ndu practice
coul d best be described as

a. femnist.
b. anbi val ent.
c. nal e sexist.

12. I n Confucian practice, what is the traditional standing
regar di ng wonen?

a. Equal with nen
b. Superior to nen
c. Subservient to nen

13. The i nfluence of Confucian teaching stemm ng from
filial piety resulted in woman’s status wherein the
woman was

a. obedient, retiring, silent and fertile.
b. aggressive, |oud, boisterous and of a warrior spirit.
c. associated with dragon goddesses.

14. Sonme anal ysts see Christian influence in the
Phi |'i ppi nes as negatively inpacti ng wonmen because

a. divorce becones so easy to obtain.

b. of societal inpact of the church’s opposition to divorce.

c. annulnents are so inexpensive and easy to obtain that
marri age vows becone neani ngl ess.
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15.

16.

17.

19.

20.
virtues
by sonme

a.
b.
C.

What is probably the nost significant gender issue
affecting deployed U S. Arnmed Forces personnel to East
Asi a?

Equal pay for equal work
Prostitution
Filial piety

In parts of South Korea and Japan, what factor
i nfl uences the consi derabl e demand for prostitutes?

Excessive ratio of men to wonen in the region
I nfl uence of Buddhi st Sangha practice
Presence of mlitary bases and installations

The recent Asian Wnen’s Fund, established by Japan to
conpensate forner confort wonen, is a result of

forced sex practice upon wonen by soldiers during 1932-
1945.

the U N Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.

the Fourth World Conference on Wnen--Beijing, 1995.

_Filial piety is

Confucian famly relations guiding children with parents
and ol der generations.

spiritual prayers in the Taoist tradition.

a code of conduct for Sanmurai warriors.

_Yin/yang rel ationshi ps are neant to interact
har noni ousl y.

with friction

| abori ously.

_ What East Asian school of thought enphasizes the
of passivity, adaptability and sense of yielding, thought
traditionalists to express “female” virtues?

Zen Buddhi sm

Taoi sm
Tantri ¢ Buddhi sm
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Sources Used in Gender Issues

Badawi, Gamal, The Status of Wonen in Islam (Indianapolis,
| ndi ana: Muslim Student’s Associ ation, 1976).

Beversluis, Joel, A Sourcebook for the Earth’s Community of
Religions, (NY: G obal Education Associates, 1995)

Addresses, articles and introductions for world religion
resources---WWN books, articles, audio-visual aides

Car nody, Denise and John, Ways to the Center, (Belnont, Calif:
Wadswort h Publ i shing, 1993).

Crossette, Barbara, “Wnen's Rights Gaining Attention Wthin
Islam” (New York Tines, 12 May 1996), p. A3.

Harvey, Peter, An Introduction to Buddhism (Canbridge: Canbridge
University Press, 1990).

Hersey, John, The Call, (N.Y.: Afred Knopf, 1985).

Engagi ng novel --based on the author’s life--of a m ssionary
famly in China during the first half of this century. Few
resources allow readers to “get under the skin” of an area
better than good novels.

Li brary of Country Studi es/ Area Handbook- - Chi na, Mongolia, Burma
Phi | i ppi nes, Japan
<http://1cweb2.1oc.gov/frd/ cs/cshonel ht m >

Loftis, Robert, U S. Departnent of State, “Contenporary Forns of
Sl avery; Traffic in Wnen and Grls,” (Address by U S
Del egate to the United Nations Human Ri ghts Conm ssi on,
Geneva, Switzerland, 25 March 1997).
<http://ww. state. gov/ww policy_remarks/970325.1oftis. html >

MIller, Judith, God Has Ni nety-N ne Nanes, (New York: Sinon and
Schuster, 1996).
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Nydel |, Margaret, Understandi ng Arabs, (Yarnouth, Mine:
Intercul tural Press, 1987).

Savada, Andrea Matles and WIIliam Shaw (ed.), South Korea, A
Country Study, Headquarters, Departnent of the Arny, DA Pam
550-41, (Washington, D.C.: U S. Governnent Printing Ofice,
1992) .

Sharma, Arvind, Qur Religions, (N Y.: HarperCollins, 1995)

Speight, R Marston, God is One: The Way of Islam (New York:
Fri endship Press, 1989).

The New Encycl opedi a Britanni ca, Macropedia, Vol 15, (Chicago:
Hel en Hem ngway Benton, 1975), “Prostitution,” pp. 75-81.

U.S. Departnent of State, Report on Human Ri ghts Practices for
1996 (Rel eased by the Bureau of Denocracy, Human Ri ghts, and
Labor, 30 Jan 1997).
<http://ww. st ate. gov/ ww/ i ssues/ human_ri ghts/ 1996 _hrp_repor
t/>
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Resources for Further Study

Al vi eza, Marianne, “Wnen of Saudi Arabia,” (National Geographic,
Cct 87), pp. 423-458.

Behbahani, Simn, “Simn Behbahani: A Few Poens,” (The Mislim
Worl d, Apr 1996), pp. 148-157.

Excerpts fromthe chilling poem“Fromthe street (VI)” (p.
15) provide insight into Ms. Behbahani’s work:

“When the woman confessed for the fourth tine,

Stoning her to death becane necessary...

Her guard..

finished her off by lifting a cenent bl ock..

this is the age of cenent,

not stone,

and, at |ast, death-by-stoning has given way to deat h-
by-t he-cenent bl ock.”

Burns, John F., “VWalled in, Shrouded and Angry in Afghanistan,”
(New York Tines, 4 Cct 1996), p. A7.

Cobb, Jodi, “Geisha,” National Geographic, Vol 188, No. 4, Cct
1995, pp. 99-113.

“Entertainers of Japan’s male elite through nusic, dance,
song, and conversation, geisha are valued as nuch for
discretion as for beauty. These icons of Japanese culture
have practiced their gei or art for 250 years. As nodern
ways supplant tradition, true geisha have dwi ndled to fewer
than a thousand.” (p. 100)

Crossette, Barbara, “A Manual on Rights of Wwnen Under Islam”
(New York Tines, 28 Dec 96).
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Crossette, Barbara, “Wnen's Rights Gaining Attention Wthin
Islam” (New York Tines, 12 May 1996), p. A3.

Account of a neeting of Islamc wonmen from North Africa, the
M ddl e East and Sout heast Asia, to express concerns for
education and econom c rights.

Drei fus, Caudia, “The Passion of Suu Kyi,” New York Tines
Magazi ne, 7 Jan 1996, pp. 32-37.

Description of Myanmar’s 1991 Nobl e Peace Prize w nner Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi. No |onger under house arrest, Burma’s
nost fanous femal e dissident still is active in pro-
denocracy activities.

Dugger, Celia, “African Ritual Pain: Genital Cutting,” (New York
Tines, 5 Cct 96), pp. Al 4,5.

Fai son, Seth, “Shucking Oysters: At 5 cents a Pound, It’'s a
Living,” (New York Tines, 19 May 1997), p. A3.

Low pay for work many wonen do in Beihai, China.

Fal | ows, Deborah, “Japanese Wonen,” National CGeographic, Vol.
177, No. 4, April 1990, pp. 52-104 Subtitled “Change Cones
Slowy for Japanese Wnen.”

Jehl , Dougl as, “Wnen, Arned and Dangerous,” (New York Tines, 30
Dec 96), p. A6.

Kinbal I, Charles, Striving Together, (Maryknoll, New York: Obis
Books, 1991).

Kristof, Nicholas, “Shaman’s Burden: Cold Baths and Cool
Nei ghbors,” (New York Tines, 11 Dec 1995), p. A3.

Rol e played in Korean society by shamans--wonen who “speak
for ancestral spirits and the gods of nature.”

Kristof, Nicolas, “Japan Is a Wman’s Wrld Once the Front Door
is Shut,” (New York Tines, 19 June 1996), p. Al.

Depi ction of sone Japanese housew ves who refer to
t hensel ves as “bosses of the house.”
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Kristof, Nicolas, “Wo Needs Love! In Japan, Many Coupl es
Don’t,” (New York Tines, 11 Feb 1996), p. Al.

Part of the excellent “Miinstreet Japan” series. Happiness
and | ove are “not key aspects” of nmany durabl e Japanese
weddi ngs.

Mohammad, Sherif, “Wmen in |slam Versus Judeo-Chri stian
Tradition--The Myth and the Reality,”
(http://ww. unn. ac. uk) .

Mydans, Seth, “Blame Men, Not Allah, Islamc Fem nists Say,” (New
York Tines, 10 Cct 1996), p. AS5.

Chal | engi ng account of Ml aysian Muslimwonen’s concerns. A
“must read.”

Nasr, Seyyed Hossein, “lIslam” Qur Religions, ed., Arvind Sharma
(New York: HarperCollins, 1995).

Mydans, Seth, “How One Shop was Freed of Sweat,” (New York Tines,
10 Jan 1997), p. A4

Details of inproved working conditions for Bangkok wonmen now
working in a shoe factory in rural Nang Rong, Thail and.

Mydans, Seth, “Maria Rosa Henson, 69, Dies; Victimof Japanese
Brothels,” (New York Tines, 27 Aug 1997), p. Al6

Qobituary for Philippine woman, whose book Confort Wnan:
Sl ave of Destiny, gives a stark account of her systematic
rape by Japanese soldiers during WVII.

Mydans, Seth, “New Thai Tourist Sight: Burnese ‘Graffe Wnen,'”
New York Tines, 19 Oct 1996, p. A4.

Description of Burnma’s Padaung wonen, known for their brass
neck coils.

Paterniti, Mchael, “Laptop Colonists,” New York Tines Magazi ne,
12 Jan 1997, pp. 23 ff.

“Wbrk and drink, noney and sex” portrayals of Saigon’s
current “corporate bohem a” popul ated by Western (American)
ent repr eneurs.
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Pol | ack, Andrew, “Barbie’s Journey in Japan,” (New York Tines, 22
Dec 96), p. E3.

Insights into femninity in Japan as seen through Japanese
Bar bi e dol | markets.

Pol | ack, Andrew, “In Japan, It’s See No Evil; Have No
Harassment,” (New York Tines, 7 May 1996), p. D 1, 6

Pol | ack, Andrew, “Qpportunity At a Price--For Japan’s Wnen, Mbre
Jobs and Longer and Odder Hours,” (New York Tines, 8 July
1997), p. B1.

Reuters, “In Hong Kong, A d Practice Revives: Concubines,” (New
York Tinmes, 1 Aug 1997), p. A

Sci olino, Elaine, “The Many Faces of Islamc Law,” (New York
Tinmes, 13 Cct 1996), p. EA4.

The best short description available of the variety found
within MuslimShariah law. Specifically treats gender
I ssues.

Wi Dunn, Sheryl, “Korean Wonen Still Feel Demands to Bear a Son,”
New York Tines, 14 Jan 1997, p. A3.

“Make a difference. The time each of us is ‘in charge’ is short.
By | eaving things better than they were, you wll be nmaking
history...”

(CGeneral John A Wckham Jr.)
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